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Chairperson’s Message
Marty Ochoa,

Chairperson of the Board - Martinez Chamber of Commerce

The future of the Martinez Area Chamber of Commerce has been rap-
idly changing and evolving to meet the needs of the community. Be-
cause of the Chamber’s increased visibility, many people have ex-
pressed a desire to become more involved in this fantastic business

organization.

Our direction is heading in a positive incline for the betterment of Martinez. The
Chamber will continue to step out of the office and meet even more merchants in our
shopping centers in our outlying areas, along with keeping the current merchants
happy in the Martinez downtown area. By doing this, we will broaden the horizons of
our new goals, which will give the Chamber far more productivity.

I am looking forward to being more visible as the Chairman of the Board by meeting
businesses personally and asking questions to see how the Chamber can assist in
their business plans. The Chamber will be more active with the City Council along
with the City Staff in working to create a partnership to make local businesses even
better.

I bring to the Chamber of Commerce a vast knowledge of many Martinez residents,
54 years of Martinez know how, and the earned respect of many already established
businesses.

I will actively work closely with the Chamber CEO and the Board of Directors in pro-
moting Martinez and moving our city into the regional spotlight. I will push for the ex-
pansion of events such as the Ken Burns’ screening and the Seismic Bicycle Chal-
lenge – events that encourage outside guests and businesses to come and experi-
ence our delightful city.

I will generate the image of Martinez as a leader in producing “class acts” such as the
well-known King of the County BBQ along with our first annual Martini in the Plaza
event. Our survey has tracked that over 60% of the visitors and participants that were
attended the Ken Burns pre-screening of The National Parks PBS Series, came from
outside the Martinez area. Because of their great enthusiasm, these visitors most
likely will be back for our upcoming exciting events and programs. By establishing
class acts, Martinez will continue to be in the limelight and businesses will want to
come to our community to open their doors.

I will continue to support the remodeling of our new Visitors Center. Our user friendly
Center will be more capable of marketing Martinez as the place to be and, in turn,
again opening the door for outside businesses to be part of this City. We will con-
tinue to strive to market Martinez and bring in families from out of town. This will
enlighten the outer shopping areas such as Muir Station, Village Oaks, Virginia Hills,
as well as the downtown merchants. This type of marketing will put Martinez in a win-
win situation.

Finally, I will strive to get more Board Members and Ambassadors to attend functions
and activities on a regular basis, as their support will only strengthen the Chamber
events.

Becoming the Chairman of the Board is a huge responsibility, which I happily accept
knowing I can accomplish the job professionally and knowledgeably. I will lead in a
manner that will only promote the betterment of the Chamber of Commerce, the City
of Martinez as a whole and, most importantly, the residents of our beautiful city.
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